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Abstract: Advances in technology have accelerated the spread of e-scooters and other Light
Electric Vehicles (LEVs). Many European countries have legally classified LEVs as a new
vehicle category and are implementing regulatory frameworks that include speed limits
and driving areas restriction. In the Netherlands, however, the Ministry of Infrastructure
and Water Management (Ministerie van Infrastructuur en Waterstaat, IenW) initially
addressed LEVs by designating them as “special mopeds” through individual ministerial
orders. To systematize this approach, the Dutch Framework for LEV was proposed, and it
was decided to introduce a national (Dutch) type approval system for LEVs not covered by
EU type approval. While some aspects of this system have already been implemented,
discussions continue regarding compatibility with the EU Single Market, leading to delays
in the full implementation of the system. Underlying this is the structural issue of the lack
of an EU-wide type approval system for LEVs. This paper surveys the evolution and
institutional framework of LEV policy in the Netherlands, identifying its key
characteristics and challenges, and discusses its broader implications for urban transport

governance and mobility strategy.
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